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January News 2025 
Happy New Year 
We hope you had a lovely holiday with plenty of wonderful family time together. Thank you for your 
kind greetings, cards and gifts at Christmas, they are always much appreciated. The snow at the 
weekend has brought such a wintery feel to our landscape, reminding us of the real beauty of where 
we live, we are so lucky. 
 
Staff Training Day 
Yesterday, our staff joined colleagues from Settle College and all the other local primary 
schools for a day of inspiration to start 2025. We listened to motivational speakers Robin 
Launder and Shaun Gash MBE who gave us much food for thought. Robin was a real motivator, 
emphasising that being ‘great teachers’ is the key to success for our children. Being passionate 
about our vocation as educators and building a strong sense of belonging in our schools has 
to be our driving force. Shaun, a paraplegic adventurer, told us his story and in doing so, he 
gave us all the nudge we need to be braver, more adventurous and to take risks, to put 
ourselves outside our comfort zones more often.  
 
Parents’ Meetings  
Parents of pupils from Nursery to Y6 will be invited to meetings on either Tuesday 4th February 
(3.30pm to 5pm) or Thursday 6th February (6pm to 8pm.) Teachers will send a link to the online 
booking form in their Friday emails next week. We are looking forward to talking with you 
about your child’s progress, attendance and wellbeing in school. 
 
Curriculum Themes this half term  
Nursery – We’re Off On A Journey 
Dentdale – Polar Regions 
Kingsdale – Materials in Science and Travel & Transport in History 
Barbondale – Travel & Transport in History and Living Things and their Habitats in Science 
Wensleydale/Swaledale/Wharfedale – ‘Biomes’ in Geography and Electricity in Science 
On Friday, class teachers will be sending more information about their wider curriculum for 
the term ahead in their ‘Termly Overview.’ 
 
Sports/P.E./Clubs 
Y6 children will continue to offer a range of lunchtime activities to all year groups and there  
will be plenty to choose from, starting next week. 
Becky Mercer will be doing gymnastics with Wharfedale and Swaledale on Tuesdays. On 
Wednesdays she will continue to work with Kingsdale (football) and Barbondale (circuits.) 



North Craven Schools Cross Country – Tuesday 14th January at Ingleton – details following 
shortly 
North Craven Schools Swimming Gala – Wednesday 12th February at Settle Pool 
P.E. kits  
It is really important that children have both their indoor and warm outdoor P.E. kits available 
every day. Children feel much more confident, independent and comfortable when they are 
well organised for PE.  
 
Adventures for 2025 
We have dates in the diary for some outdoor and adventurous activities this coming year: 
Y5 Brathay Hall Residential - 7th to 9th May 
Y3 Norber Adventure - May 19th 
Y4 Caving and Climbing - May 22nd  
Y6 Edinburgh Residential - 2nd to 4th June 
Y6 Whernside Walk - 23rd June 
Y2 Yordas Adventure - 24th June 
The local adventures will be led by Olly Roberts Outdoors and fully funded through our Sports 
Premium. 
 
Winter Cooking Club 
Cooking continues at 3.30pm this Thursday at the I-Centre for the third group of children. It’s 
vegetable soup and cheese scones – remember to bring an apron, food flask and/or tubs for 
leftovers and £3 subs.  
 
Author Visit 
The writer Matt Goodfellow will be spending the day with us on Tuesday 25th February. This 
exciting visit will be an inspiration for all our budding authors. We are continuing to restock 
class libraries with 5 new titles every month, provided by Limestone Books and kindly funded 
by the PTA.  
 
Assemblies 
This half term we will be exploring the theme of “Service” in our assemblies.  
 
School Preference Forms – Nursery families  
Forms for places in Reception class need to be completed online by the 15th January please.  
The link is https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-
admissions/starting-primary-school-and-junior-school 
 
EYFS students  
We are enjoying working with Millie Boyles-Read in Dentdale for two days a week. Next week 
Ella Bibby will be joining Kingsdale on Thursdays and Fridays. Millie and Ella are on long-term 
placements from Kendal College. In February Katherine Stanley will be joining us from the 
University of Cumbria to complete her developing placement as a trainee teacher, also in 
Dentdale. In the summer term, Natalie Rusiuk will be back working with Kingsdale for her final 
extending placement. Training new staff is a very important part of our work in primary 
schools and we do gain a lot from their time and enthusiasm.  
 
Snowy weather  
If it snows children will require a change of outdoor footwear, warm clothing (especially trousers for 
sledging) and spare socks. Mr Bickerstaff clears a pathway from the main gate to the front door and 
in the interests of your safety we request that you use this route into school. We endeavour to stay 
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open and in severe weather it is important that you send children to school so long as you are sure 
that you can get them home safely again. We understand if parents need to collect children early 
due to travel difficulties. In the unlikely event of us being forced to close school we will send text and 
email notification, place notices on the website, on the gate, notify local radio stations and post a 
notice on P.T.A Facebook page. 
 
Term dates 
Our term dates can be viewed on our website for 2024-25 and 2025-26 academic years.  Please note 
on the 28th November 2025 we have a North Craven Cluster Schools training day so school will be 
closed to pupils that day.   https://ingleton-pri.n-yorks.sch.uk/term-dates/ 
 
Dinner menu 
Our dinner menu can also be viewed on our website for the spring term.  Meal prices are remaining 
at £2.90 a day.  Please ensure you check Parentpay regularly and clear any outstanding balances.   
 
Spring Term 
Our half term holiday is the week beginning Monday 17th February and the Easter holidays start on 
Monday 7th April. 
 
Jo Colledge 
January 2025 
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