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Midsummer News 

 
In an attempt to remind us that the longest day is this Thursday and we ought to be in the depths 
of summer, a few items for our special, one-off edition of the Midsummer News! 
 
Plant Sale 
At 3.30pm today Kathryn our Gala Queen is holding a plant sale, with a raffle, in aid of the 
replacement polytunnel fund. This will take place near the school front entrance.  
 
Swimming 
The pool was very chilly last week, a combination of cold weather and cool water temperatures. 
Pool staff have reassured us that the boiler has been turned up and we hope the lessons this 
week are more enjoyable. Shortie wetsuits are a good option if your child really feels the cold.  
 
Ice Cream Friday 
I love it on a dry Friday when some children stay, supervised by their parents, to play in the 
school grounds. We all love the fabulous outdoor space we have and it’s good to run free in a 
big space our children know so well. To celebrate the importance of time spent with friends and 
long, summer days, we will have a little £1 ice cream shop this Friday at 3.40pm on the 
playground. All for fun and any profit will go straight back into our school meals budget.  
 
PTA Jumble sale 
This Saturday at 2pm the PTA are holding a Jumble Sale at the Community centre. Please look 
out your jumble in readiness and either drop it off at school on Friday or at the Centre on 
Saturday morning. Any donations of cakes for the cake stall or raffle prizes would be greatly 
appreciated. Many thanks. 
 
Eco Schools 
Power Down Pete from the Schools Energy Team in North Yorkshire, is coming to inspire our 
youngest children on Friday. He will spend time in Dentdale, Kingsdale and Barbondale 
encouraging children to save energy and recycle. Pete always has important messages to share.  
 
Smartphones 
Last week our school governors listened to a presentation given by two of our parents around 
their concerns, and many of your concerns, about the impact of smartphones on children. There 
is a bestselling book many people are talking about entitled ‘The Anxious Generation,’ in which 
the American psychologist Jonathan Haidt, explains ‘how the great rewiring of childhood is 
causing an epidemic of mental illness.’  



This sounds extremely depressing, but there are things we can all do to support our children 
through their childhood and adolescence. In July we are hoping to hold an evening session for 
parents, grandparents and carers with more information and an opportunity for discussion. 
Watch this space for details! 
In the meantime, you may like to listen to this podcast from June 2024, Ireland’s phone-free town 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0j2wmnj 
 
Sports Day 
Next Wednesday afternoon at 1.30pm everyone is invited to come along and enjoy Sports Day. 
Bring your camping chairs and picnic blankets. Children can wear a t-shirt in their house colour: 
green for Greta; yellow for Doe; blue for Twiss; red for Ribble. Children in Dentdale will be told 
their house colour this week. Looking forward to seeing many of you on the field. We’ve booked 
the sunshine! 
 
Own clothes day 
Friday 28th June is ‘wear your own clothes day’ when we ask children to bring in a little summer 
something for the PTA raffle hampers in readiness for the Summer Fair the following Thursday, 
July 4th. John Frankland will also be coming to assembly on the Friday to introduce the library 
summer reading challenge. He will be greeted by a sea of colour, rather than red, in assembly 
that day.  
 
Reception and Nursery Parents Meeting 
Tomorrow night, Wednesday 19th at 7.30pm is the parents meeting for the September Nursery 
and Reception starters.  We look forward to seeing you all. 
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